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THE  HEALTH  OF  SWAFFHAM. 

The  following  annual’  reifort  of  the  Medical  Offi¬ 
cer  of  Health  for  Swaffham  was  submitted  to  the 
Urban  District  Council  on  Wednesday  evening;— 
“Area,  7,144  acres;  population  in  1901,  3,371.  'I 
have  the  honour  of  submitting  my  2Gth  annual 
report:  The  total  number  of  deaths  amongst  all 
classes  and  at  all  ages  amounted  to  51,  as  against 
55  in  the  preceding  year,  including  6  in  the  Work- 
house,  showing  a  gross  death  rate  of  14.4  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  population,  or  a  net  death  rate 
for  the  town  of  14.54  per  1,000.  The  average  gross 
death  rate  for  the  past  five  years  bring  16.55  per 
1,000.  With  regard  to  sex.  26  were  males  and  25 
were  females.  The  mortality  for  children  under 
one  year  was  7,  against  8  in  1908,  giving  a  death 
rate  of  118.64  per  1,000,  calculated  on  the  number 
born  during  the  year.  Phthisis  was  the  cause  of 
death  of  2  persons,  the  respiratory  organs  3,  and 
heart  disease  6. 

"  Births.— During  the  year  the  births  registered 
66,  against  59  in  1908,  showing  an  increase  during 
this  period,  giving  a  birth  rate  of  20.0,  as  against 
W..87  per.J,fiq0,,  in.Jthe  nr^dine  veai.  .In  respect,  I 
of  sex.  25  were  Boys  an  J'’41  were  girls. 

"  Notification  Act.— During  the  year  47  caees  of 
infectious  diseases  have  been  reported  to  me;  all 
scarlet  fever,  which  was  the  cause  of  death  of  one 
child  aged  4  years.  In  every  case  prompt  mea/- 
sures  were  taken  to  disinfect  and  isolate,  as  far 
as  practicable,  the  cases  as  they  occurred;  but 
in  spite  of  these  precautions  the  disease  took  up 
an  endemic  character  and  increased  in  all  parts 
of  the  town  without  any  apparent  cause.  Most 
of  the  cases  -  were  very  mild,  and  in  some  in¬ 
stances,  in  the  early  stage.s  of  the  disease;  were 
difficult  to  recognise.  I  would  like  to  suggest  to 
the  Council  the  desirability  of  having  measles 
made  a  notifiable  disease. 

"The  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act. — TWO 
houses  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation, 
the  occupants  were  served  with  notices,  and  the 
same  have  been  abated. 

■'  The  Factory  and  Workshops  Act.— I  have  visit¬ 
ed  all  the  business  houses  under  the  Act,  and  have 
not  found  any  defects  or  matter  needing  any  re¬ 
marks  from  me. 

“  Dairies,  Cowsheds,,  and  Milkshops  Act.— During 
the  year  all  the  dairies  have  been  inspected  by 
the  Surveyor,  and  have  been  found  clean  and  in 
good  order. 

Day  Schools.— I  have  frequently  visited  these 
during  the  year. 

“  Sea vengin'g.— This  is  done  by  your  men  with 
one  horse  and  cart  for  refuse,  and  one  for  night 
soil.  Disused  gravel  pits  have  been  rented  in 
which  to  deposit  and  cover  up  paper,  etc.,  found 
among  house  refuse.  Some  householders  have 
sanitary  dust-bins,  which  are  emptied  at  regular 
intervals,  and  soine  Ashpits,  which  are  emptied 
whenever  notice  is  given,  or  at  proper  intervals. 
Most  of  the  houses  have  pails  for  night  soil,  b’^t 
there*  arfe  sttll  a  few  privy  vaults.  Three  va..^, 
have  been  filled  up  and  pails  substituted. 

“  Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal. — 'A  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  surface  water  from  the  yards, 
streets,  etc.,  is  carried  by  separate  drains  to  ponds 
on  the  outskirts  of  the  town.  The  sewerage  is 
carried  by  a  system  of  sewer  pipes,  about  4  miles 
in  length,  to  a  sewage  farm  about  .two  miles 
from  the  town,  and  after  being  treated  with 
Alupanie  Ferrie,  it  flows  to  the  beds  and  settles 
away  in  trenches.  On  the  farm  lucerne  and  man- 
efolds  are  grown.  f 

xne  V/ater  Supply.— This  is  derived  from  a 
well  165  feet  deep,  with  an  extending  bore  65  feet 
deep,  where  the  water  is  pumped  off  the  chalk  to  a 
reservoir,  and  so  distributed  to  the  town.  The 
supply  during  the  year  has  been  constantly  good  ! 
in  quality  and  quantity. 

“  Public  Health  Act.— During  the  year  59  nuis¬ 
ances  were  dealt  with,  and  in  all  cases  satisfac¬ 
torily  abated. 

■'  I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

“A.  W.  THOMAS, 

“  Medical  Officer  of  Health.” 
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